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Kenya is the lead exporter of spray and single head roses to the European 

Union. Over 25% of exported flowers are delivered directly to different 

multiples providing an opportunity for value addition through sleeving, 

labeling and bouquet production. 
 

  
Our main production areas for roses are; Lake Naivasha, Nanyuki and 

Thika Town in Kenya. 

 

Varieties grown; 
 

 Queen Africa Red roses 

 Top sun 

 Oracle  
   

Efficiency and Quality is our Definition 
 

 

 

 

We grow and outsource our Rose 

flowers from ITC verified small and 

large scale farmers whose farming and 

handling of product meets the required 

International Standards.  

Our logistics team moves it to our 

client’s doorstep in the UK, Europe and 

the Middle East. 

PHONE: 

Tel:   +254 202 614 888 

Cell:  +254 704 402 444 

Fax:   +254 202 089 843  

WEBSITE: 

www.interstatetrade.net 
 

EMAIL: 

info@interstatetrade.net 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 Sweet unique 

 Athena 

 Star fish 

 

 Fuchsia 

 Moon walk 

 Avanti  

 

 

http://www.interstatetrade.net/
mailto:info@interstatetrade.net
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In our farm, roses are planted in soil that drains well but holds onto 

moisture long enough for the roots to absorb some water. Bedding is 

done 2-5 weeks after planting depending on foliage. 
 

 
 

Gapping is thereafter done to replace plants that fail to establish so as to 

achieve the required number of plants.  
 

 
Plant feeding is key to realize good harvest in flower production, most 

fertilizers used, are mono fertilizers with specific crop nutrient. 
 

 
 

Integrated pest management is involved to meet GLOBAL GAP and 

export guidelines. 
 

 

 
 

Bare-root  roses  are soaked in a bucket 

of water from 8-12 hours before 

planting. 
 

 

Top sun rose flower grown in our ITC farms 
 

To help conserve water, reduce stress 

and encourage healthy growth, we 

apply mulching.  
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Harvesting tools are disinfected before cutting the stems to avoid 

disease spread such as crown gall. For newly planted crops, harvesting 

starts in the 52nd day after planting. 
 

Stems are cut at a height of 1cm above two leaf nodes that are 43cm, 

53cm and 63cm or above depending on the market orders. 
 

 
 

Care is taken to avoid bruising the flower heads. Flower heads are 

wrapped to avoid bruising during transportation to pack house or cold 

rooms. 
 

 
 

Harvested stems are dipped in posh 

harvest solution and taken to a pre-

cooling facility. 
 

 
An ITC farm worker with the already 

harvested rose flowers 
 

Stems of the same length are put in one 

basket to ease sorting at the pack 

house. 
 

 
Harvesting of rose flowers 

 

 
Rose flowers are transported using a 

pull cart after harvesting. 
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Sorting and grading are done at the flower pack house. It involves 

sorting flowers in terms of length. All broken stems are disposed 

together with diseased ones.  

 
Bunching is done according to stem size; each bunch may contain 5,10 

or 12 stems depending on the customer’s order. A bunch may have 

mixed varieties as per customer’s demand. 
 

 
Bunched stems are sleeved using clear funnel shaped polythene sleeves 

and packed in cartons ready for transportation. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Packaging is often done in cardboard 

boxes. The quantity of roses in these 

boxes is increasingly to reduce costs 
and prevent physical damage. 
 

 
Packed rose flowers for exporting 

 

Our packing systems ensure the 

flowers are attractive, distinguished 

and competitive. 
 

 

 
ITC flower workers in the pack house sorting and 

packaging of the flowers. 
 

During packaging, each package must 

be uniform, same origin, variety, size 

and quality. 

 

Labeling should also include varietal 

names and wrapping should be 

different for each type of a flower. 
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At ITC, temperature control is one of the main factors to assist with long 

lasting flowers. The optimum storage temperature for flowers ranges between 

2-8 degrees Celsius. 

 
 

Flowers are kept in a cold environment to slow down the respiration process 

and reduce the rate of deterioration. 
 

 
 

If flowers are stored at high temperatures, they respire more and begin to 

deteriorate quicker.  
 

 
 

Floral chillers keep the ambient temperatures in floral preservation units 

within optimal range thus ensuring flowers remain fresh for longer.  

 

 

 

 

Diseased or dead canes of rose flowers 

are cut before storage for protection. 

Cleaning up of rose beds is done to 

prevent diseases using fungus spray 

during and before planting. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Flowers are stored in cold rooms; 

flower coolers slow down the rate of 

respiration.  

 
They regulate the temperature at which 

cut flowers are stored ensuring longer 

shelf life. 
 

 
Cold room storage for rose flowers. 
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We export our flowers all over the world by means of air. Due to their 

perishability, we ensure that our clients get them on time by using 

modern freighters that have special refrigeration systems and real time 

tracking services for logistics convenience. 
 

 
ITC flowers cargo being laoded in a  cargo plane. 

 
ITC flowers for export at Jomo Kenyatta International Airport. 

 
Inside a cargo plane at Jomo Kenyatta International Airport, Nairobi. 

During transportation, flower boxes are 

injected with cold air to quickly drop 

their temperature to optimal transport 

levels. 
 

 
Rose flowers packed ready for export 

 

We transport the flower cargo to the 

JKIA Airport in the same controlled 

temperatures as in the cold room. 

Our trucks feature soft pads on their 

interiors’ floors to act as soft buffers 

against friction during a bumpy ride. 

Expect to receive your package in the 

space of at least one day or two from 

dispatch.  
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ITC Rose flowers have met the 

required international set standards  

which include; 
 

 Uniform stem length, strengh 

and starightness 

 Freedom from pests 

 Freshness 

 Color 

 Cold chain maintained from 

farm to shelf life 

In addition the stems must be free  of 

wood remaining from a previous year’s 

growth. 

 

The development and condition of 

Rose flowers should enable them to 

withstand transport and handling to 

ensure that they arrive in satisfactory 

condition at the place of destination.  

 

 

 

All our products are inspected and certified by all relevant bodies which 

includes Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Society (KEPHIS) and 

GLOBAL G.A.P to ensure they are free from pest and diseases and are 

qualified for the international market. 

   
 

   

 

 

 

 
              
 

 


