We grow and outsource our Statice
flowers from ITC verified small and
large scale farmers whose farming
and handling of product meets the
required International Standards.

Our logistics team moves it to our
client’s doorstep in the UK, Europe
and the Middle East.

PHONE:

Tel: +254 202 614 888
Cell: +254 704 402 444
Fax: +254 202 089 843
WEBSITE:
www.interstatetrade.net
EMAIL:
info@interstatetrade.net
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Introduction

Statice is grown for both its colorful flowers and its everlasting calyx
(the green leaf that encloses the flower bud), statice is also considered
as a herb, referred to as "sea lavender.” Statice is commonly used in

dried flower arrangements as well as fresh bouquets.

Statice makes beautiful dried bouquets. It is a lovely and colorful
flower in the garden and an exceptionally long-lasting cut flower for

fresh bouquets.
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VARIETIES PLANTING

Statice Flowers come in white, Statice is a drought tolerant, tender perennial which is normally
lavender and pink colors. The tiny considered to be an annual plant. Prefers warm weather and sandy
funnel-shaped Statice flowers have a soils but will tolerate any well-draining soil provided it is not too rich
delicate, airy, hazy appearance, almost with nutrients.

like smoke. Some species of Statice
have an offensive odor.
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Statice purple flower is one of our

most versatile filler flowers. Statice prefers full sun; thus, we provide a bright, sunny location for

Purple statice the best possible blooms. ITC waters statice seeds and transplants
every other day until the plants are well established. Once it matures,
our statice plant becomes quite drought tolerant, thus watering only
once or twice a week when it is fully grown.




Purple and white statice

HARVESTING

ITC statices are harvested at dawn before the onset of the sun. This
makes it possible to meet all the coolness requirements.

The plucking itself is an exceptional job only for well-trained workers:
they look for flowers that are fully open, but their buds are still in their
late closed timelines.

This means that though the petals are wide open, the senescence or
little bright florets inside the buds are still closed but soon to open. The
workers pick the stems by hand before re-cutting them to the desired
sizes at the grading chamber.




SORTING AND GRADNG

SORTING AND GRADING

ITC statice flowers are graded by the length and width of the bud,
such that the largest go into a separate bunch from the rest.

sorting and grading are done before
packing the statice flowers in the
polyethylene —lined cartons. A
solution of glycerin and water is used
to maintain nature of flowers and
leaves soft and pliable indefinitely.

Storage bucket

Graded ITC flowers
We also look for a healthy blush of color, a sturdy stem and a fully
opened flower.

_ _ We keep the stems half immersed in water after removal of any
ITC statice packing box foliage beneath the watermark to prevent stem rot.




DRYING FLOWERS

Statice shines as a dried flower. We
cut the flower stalks near the crown,
bundle loosely and hang upside down
to dry in a warm place as shown
below.

Manual drying process
We finalize the process by attaching
the produce labels. This is inclusive of
the packing date, the name of the
flower and the net weight/ number of
stems next to the label, Interstate
Trade Company Ltd.

We wrap them in a soft plastic paper
before arranging them in rows inside
the boxes. We separate each cluster
from the other using a soft wax paper.

STORAGE

Our statice flowers are stored in ITC cold room at 0 - 1% facility to

ensure they remain as fresh as we got them from our farms.
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ITC flowers in our cold room facility Nairobi, Kenya.

Our packing routine for ITC statice begins after harvesting. We use flat,

low-height, horizontal and telescopic-design fiberboard cartons for
packing the flowers. Since the stems are relatively small, we bunch
them for up to 25 flower heads per bundle.




TRANSPORTATION EXPORT BY AIR

Transport the blooms in the same We export our flowers all over the world by means of air.
temperature range as that of the cold Due to their perishability, we ensure that our clients get them on time.
room.

Our delivery is done using refrigerated
vehicles to the airport to ensure that
the hydro-cooled produce reaches
destination with more than 90% of its
harvest-time color intact.

You can expect the shipload at your ITC flowers for export at Jomo Kenyatta International Airport.
city after a day or two after dispatch.




STANDARDS ACCREDITION

. All our products are inspected and certified by all relevant bodies which
gqcfjiriatlicﬁterfr:g:iv oerz:ﬂ h;;/te srtr;itdatrgi include Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Society (KEPHIS) and
GLOBAL G.A.P to ensure they are free from pest and diseases and are

which include; qualified for the international market.
v Uniform stem length, strengh . -
and starightness i:.r"“:b
v’ Freedom from pests §5 sse
v’ Freshness Tl A
v' Color il
v’ Cold chain maintained from BOPP FA'RTRADE GLOBALG.AP
farm to shelf life
; ). ~ _
b
A\ Kegs P Bt &
Wlnspectorate Service it i
Agricullure,Fishgﬁ;e,sA'EndFoodAulhority

INKING ENVIRONMENT AND FARMIN(

Ethical Trading Initiative

Respect for workers worldwide
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